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1
VALVES HAVING REMOVABLE INTERNAL
ACTUATION MECHANISMS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This patent arises from a continuation of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/247,839, filed Oct. 8, 2008 now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,353,310, entitled “Valves Having Removable Internal
Actuation Mechanisms,” which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to valves and,
more particularly, to valves having removable internal actua-
tion mechanisms.

BACKGROUND

Self-closing stop valves, which are commonly referred to
as internal valves, provide protection against discharge of
hazardous materials, compressed liquids, and/or gases such
as, for example, propane, butane, NH, (anhydrous ammonia),
etc., when transferring the hazardous material between a first
location and a second location. Internal valves employ flow
control mechanisms that close in response to a sudden excess
flow condition due to, for example, a broken, severed, or
otherwise compromised flow path. Such flow control mecha-
nisms are commonly referred to as excess flow valves, which
are often used in applications requiring an automatic, safe
cutoff of fluid flow in response to potential leaks, spills, etc. of
potentially dangerous (e.g., combustible, toxic) fluids.

The excess flow valve typically operates based on a pres-
sure differential across the valve. For example, the valve
opens when the inlet pressure is approximately equal to the
outlet pressure. To equalize the pressure across the valve,
internal valves typically employ an equalization member that
is actuated to equalize or balance the pressure across the flow
control member. An internal valve often requires the use of an
actuation mechanism or system such as for example, a lever,
a cable control, and/or a powered actuator system. Typically,
the actuation mechanism employed allows the equalization
member to move between a fully closed position and a fully
open position.

In one example, an actuator such as, for example, an exter-
nal pneumatic actuator may be used to remotely operate the
internal valve. Such external pneumatic actuators have a large
overall footprint and require an increased amount of space.
However, such known internal valves are often used in certain
applications having small or tight space constraints, making it
difficult to install such an external pneumatic actuator with
the valve. Such external pneumatic actuators may also require
an additional support member when the valve is installed.

Additionally or alternatively, many known actuation meth-
ods are exclusive of one another and, as a result, many manu-
facturers provide a number of differently designed internal
valve product families, each of which is specifically config-
ured to suit the particular needs of a different customer. Such
an approach results in manufacturers having to produce and
support a large number of diverse products, which is logisti-
cally difficult and costly.

SUMMARY

In one example, an example internal valve includes a body
having a valve seat disposed between an inlet and an outlet. A
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flow control member operatively coupled to the body moves
between a first position in which the flow control member
engages the valve seat to restrict the flow of fluid through the
valve and a second position in which the flow control member
is spaced from the valve seat to allow the flow of fluid through
the valve. An actuation member is disposed within the body
and responsive to a fluid pressure to cause the flow control
member to move between the first and second positions.

In another example, a fluid control apparatus includes a
first flow control member movable between a first operating
position and a second operating position and an actuation
mechanism removably coupled to the valve to move the valve
between the first operating position and the second operating
position. The actuation mechanism is selected from a plural-
ity of actuation mechanisms and is interchangeable with a
second actuation mechanism selected from the plurality of
mechanisms. The actuation mechanism is disposed within a
body of the valve between an inlet and an outlet of the valve.

In yet another example, a valve includes means for oper-
ating the valve between a first operating position and a second
operating position. The valve also includes means for equal-
izing a pressure differential across the valve to activate the
means for operating the valve between the first operating
position and the second operating position and means for
positioning the means for equalizing the pressure. The means
for positioning is disposed within a body of the valve and
responsive to a fluid pressure to cause the means for equaliz-
ing the pressure to move between at least a third position and
a fourth position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example valve described herein imple-
mented with an example internal actuator.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the example valve of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 illustrates a partial cutaway view of a portion of the
example valve of FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 illustrates another partial cutaway view of a portion
of the example valve of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3.

FIG. 5 illustrates the example valve of FIGS. 1-4, but
implemented with an example lever.

FIG. 6 illustrates a partial cutaway view of a portion of the
example valve of FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Typically, an excess flow valve of an internal valve opens or
closes based on a pressure and/or fluid flow rate of a system in
which the internal valve is coupled or installed. As a result,
when operating a system employing an internal valve having
an integral excess flow valve, it is typically necessary to
equalize the pressure between the valve inlet and outlet before
fluid is pumped through the valve. Internal valves often
employ an equalization member that is actuated via an actua-
tion mechanism to equalize or balance the pressure across the
primary flow control member of the internal valve. Such
actuation mechanisms may include, for example, a lever, a
cable control, a powered actuator system, etc. Typically, the
actuation mechanism moves the equalization member
between at least a first position (e.g., a fully closed position)
and a second position (e.g., a fully open position in which
fluid is allowed to flow through a bleed passageway).

External pneumatic actuators are often used to control the
operation of the equalization member. Typically, such an
external pneumatic actuator is operatively coupled to a lever
of the internal valve which, in turn, is operatively coupled to
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the equalization member via a cam member. Such a lever and
cam assembly requires a packing system to prevent unwanted
leakage through the lever mechanism. Additionally, internal
valves are often used in certain applications having space
constraints that make it difficult to access the internal valve,
its lever assembly, etc. However, such external pneumatic
actuators have a large overall footprint requiring an increased
amount of space, which may limit the applications of pneu-
matically operated internal valves. The external pneumatic
actuators may also require an additional support member
when the valve is installed. However, external pneumatic
actuators can be easily removed from the valve while the
valve is in-line with a system for maintenance, repair, and/or
replacement of the pneumatic actuator.

The example valves described herein include removable
internal actuation mechanisms that provide a more compact
internal valve. One example internal actuation mechanism
includes an internal pneumatic actuator. More specifically,
the internal actuator (e.g., a pneumatic actuator) may be sus-
pended or cantilevered inside a fluid passageway of a valve
between an inlet and an outlet when the actuator is attached to
avalve body. The example internal pneumatic actuator can be
easily replaced and/or field serviced by a technician, service
personnel, maintenance personnel, etc., because the actuator
is removably coupled to the valve. In one example, the actua-
tor is removably coupled to a body of the valve via threaded
fasteners. In other examples, the actuator may be coupled to a
body of the valve via clamps and/or any other suitable fasten-
ing mechanism(s).

Such a configuration enables maintenance, repair, and/or
replacement of the internal pneumatic actuator while the
valve remains in-line with the system. Also, the example
internal pneumatic actuator does not require a valve packing
because the internal pneumatic actuator is disposed within the
valve, thereby reducing the number of parts and eliminating a
potential unwanted leakage through the packing. Addition-
ally or alternatively, the example valves described herein may
be optionally converted between a manually (e.g., a lever)
operated valve and a power (e.g., pneumatic actuator) oper-
ated valve without having to remove the valve from the sys-
tem (i.e., while the valve is in-line with the system).

Furthermore, the example internal valves described herein
can receive (e.g., interchangeable fitted or configured with)
different actuation mechanisms that are not exclusive of one
another. As a result, many manufacturers can provide a num-
ber of differently configured internal valve products having a
modular body configured to receive a plurality of different
actuation mechanisms to suit the needs of various customer
applications. Such an approach enables manufacturers having
to flexibly produce and support a smaller number of diverse
products, thereby reducing overall manufacturing costs,
stocking costs, etc.

An example internal valve described herein includes an
internal pneumatic actuator removably coupled to a body of
the valve. The internal pneumatic actuator is disposed within
(e.g., cantilevered or suspended within) a passageway of the
body of the internal valve between an inlet and an outlet of the
valve and is responsive to a fluid pressure to cause a flow
control member to move between a first position in which the
flow control member restricts the flow of fluid through the
valve and a second position in which the flow control member
allows the flow of fluid through the valve. Furthermore, the
example actuation mechanism may be selected from a plu-
rality of actuation mechanisms and may be interchangeable
with a second different actuation mechanism selected from
the plurality of mechanisms. As noted above, the actuation
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mechanisms may include a lever, cable controls, a pneumatic
actuator, and/or any other suitable actuation mechanism(s).

FIG. 1 illustrates an example valve 100 described herein.
The example valve 100 is depicted as a self-closing stop valve
such as, for example, an internal valve. A body 102 of the
valve 100 has a first or upper portion 104 configured to be in
fluid communication with a first or upstream pressure source
(e.g., a pipeline, a bobtail truck, a tank, etc.) at which rela-
tively high pressure process fluid is presented and a second or
lower portion 106 configured to be in fluid communication
with a second or downstream pressure source (e.g., a pump, a
pipeline, a hose, a bobtail truck, etc.) to which the example
valve 100 provides fluid. For example, the first pressure
source may include a tank containing a pressurized gas or
liquid to be delivered to a destination via, for example, the
valve 100. In other words, the first portion 104 of the valve
100 may be immersed in or surrounded by relatively high
pressure fluid. The second portion 106 of the valve 100 may
be disposed outside of the first pressure source to receive a
hose, a pipe, or any other suitable fluid transport component.
Thus, fluid flows from the first pressure source to a transport
component (e.g., a hose) via the valve 100 to a destination
(e.g., another storage tank and/or additional process control
elements).

The body 102 has an externally threaded portion 108
between the first portion 104 and the second portion 106. The
threaded portion 106 may be threadably engaged with a cor-
responding threaded aperture of the first pressure source such
as, for example, a tank or other suitable storage vessel,
thereby disposing the first portion 104 of the valve 100 inside
the first pressure source. In other examples, the valve 100 may
include a body having a flanged portion or a double flanged
portion for coupling or mounting the example valve 100 to a
piping system, a storage tank, a bobtail truck system, or any
other suitable fluid distribution system. Furthermore,
although the example valve 100 is depicted as an internal
valve, the examples described herein may be implemented
with any other suitable flow control apparatus and/or valve(s).

The example valve 100 includes a primary or first flow
control member or main poppet 110 that operates between a
first operating position and a second operating position in
which the valve 100 is closed and opened, respectively. The
main poppet 110 operates between the first and second oper-
ating positions in response to a pressure differential across the
example valve 100 as described further below. To control or
affecta pressure differential across the example valve 100, the
example valve 100 includes a second flow control member or
equalization member 112. The equalization member 112
operates between at least a first operating position in which
the equalization member 112 is closed and a second operating
position in which the equalization member is opened. In the
illustrated example, the equalization member 112 also
includes a third operating position or bleed position between
the first and second operating positions.

The operating positions of the valve 100 may be selected
by an actuation mechanism 114 described in greater detail
below. The actuation mechanism 114 is removably coupled to
the body 102 so that the actuation mechanism 114 may be
removed from the body 102 (e.g., in the field) without having
to remove the valve 100 from a system (i.e., while the internal
valve 100 is in-line with the system). For example, the actua-
tion member 114 may be removed from the body 102 via an
opening (e.g., an access port) substantially non-parallel or
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the body 102 between
the inlet 206 and the outlet 208. Thus, the example actuation
member 114 may be removed from the body 102 while the
body 102 remains in-line with a process system. For example,
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the actuation mechanism 114 may be removed for mainte-
nance services, to repair or replace the actuation mechanism
114, and/or interchange the actuation mechanism 114 with a
second (e.g., different) actuation mechanism selected from a
plurality of interchangeable actuation mechanism(s). The
actuation mechanism 114 may be implemented as a cable
control, a linkage mechanism, an actuator (e.g., a pneumatic
actuator), or any other suitable actuation mechanism(s).
Additionally, in contrast to known internal valves, the actua-
tion mechanism 114 is disposed within (e.g., inside) the body
102 of the valve 100, thereby providing a more compact valve
100 having a smaller footprint that may be used with systems
requiring a more compact valve as compared to known inter-
nal valves having external actuation mechanisms. More spe-
cifically, the actuation mechanism 114 is suspended or can-
tilevered in a passageway of the body 102 between the inlet
206 and the outlet 208.

As shown in FIG. 1, the actuation mechanism 114 includes
a housing 116 having flanged edges 118. The flanged edges
118 include mounting apertures (e.g., threaded apertures) to
receive fasteners 120 that engage respective bores 122 of the
body 102 for removably coupling the actuation mechanism
114 to the body 102. The housing 116 may be mounted to the
body 102 via the fasteners 120 or any other suitable fastening
mechanism(s). When coupled to the body 102, the actuation
mechanism 114 covers the opening and defines a portion of an
inner surface of the fluid flow passageway of the body 102.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the example
valve 100 of FIG. 1. The main poppet 110 is operatively
coupled to the body 102 and moves between a first operating
position and a second operating position to control the flow of
fluid through the body 102 of the valve 100. The body 102 is
the main pressure boundary of the valve 100 and supports or
defines a seating surface or valve seat 202, which defines an
orifice 204 that provides a fluid flow passageway to establish
communication between an inlet 206 and an outlet 208 when
the main poppet 110 is spaced from the seating surface 202.

In the illustrated example, the main poppet 110 is depicted
as a disc-type valve assembly that includes a disc 210 (e.g., a
metal disc, a rubber disc, etc.) that engages the seating surface
202 to restrict the flow of fluid through the valve 100. A disc
retainer 212 couples the disc 210 to a disc holder 214 via, for
example, a fastener 215. The disc holder 214 includes an
aperture defining a bleed flow path 216 and a bleed port or
orifice 218. As shown in the example, the bleed port 218 is
integrally formed with the main poppet 110 and provides a
fluid flow passageway between the inlet 206 and the outlet
208.

The equalization member 112 is operatively coupled to the
main poppet 110 and moves between at least a first position to
engage the bleed port 218 to prevent or restrict the flow of
fluid through the bleed flow path 216 and a second position
spaced from the bleed port 218 to allow the flow of fluid
through the bleed port 218. In the illustrated example, the
equalization member 112 can also move to a third position or
rapid bleed position between the first and second operating
positions. The equalization member 112 includes a disc mem-
ber 220 that engages the bleed port 218 to prevent or restrict
the flow of fluid through the bleed flow path 216.

The equalization member 112 is operatively coupled to the
actuation mechanism 114 via a valve stem 222. In the illus-
trated example, the valve stem 222 may include a reduced
diameter or a recessed portion 224 to form a larger gap
between the valve stem 222 and the bleed flow pathway 216
when the equalization member 112 is at the third position. In
this manner, the equalization member 112 enables a greater or
increased fluid flow rate through the bleed pathway 216 to
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enable quicker pressure equalization across the example
valve 100 between the inlet 206 and the outlet 208.

In the illustrated example, the actuation mechanism 114 is
an internal pneumatic actuator 226. The internal pneumatic
actuator 226 is disposed within, cantilevered or suspended
relative to the body 102 between the inlet 206 and the outlet
208 and is responsive to a fluid pressure to cause the equal-
ization member 112 to move between the at least first and
second positions. Because the pneumatic actuator 226 is dis-
posed or suspended within the body 102, the example valve
100 provides a more compact overall foot print, which is
particularly advantageous for use with fluid systems requir-
ing a more compact or smaller foot print due to system con-
figurations having size constraints.

The pneumatic actuator 226 includes a housing 228 having
a piston 230 disposed between a first fluid chamber 232 in
fluid communication with an external pressure source and a
second fluid chamber 234 in fluid communication with an
atmospheric pressure. The housing 228 includes a nozzle 236
to receive, for example, a hose coupled to the external fluid
pressure source. A first pathway 238 of the housing 228
fluidly couples the first fluid chamber 232 to the external fluid
pressure source through which pressurized fluid is provided
to move the piston 230 to a first or upper position, and through
which the pressurized fluid is removed from the first fluid
chamber 232 to move the piston 230 to a second or lower
position. A second pathway 240 provides a vent to expel fluid
(e.g., air) from the second fluid chamber 234 to the atmo-
sphere when the piston 230 moves to the upper position.

An actuator stem 242 is coupled to the piston 230 at a first
end 244 of the actuator stem 242 and operatively coupled to
the valve stem 222 via a coupling member 246. A cap 248
threadably coupled to the housing 228 supports the actuator
stem 242. A seal 247 (e.g., an O-ring) is provided between the
cap 248 and the actuator stem 242 and a seal 249 is provided
between the housing 228 and the cap 248. Thus, the pnue-
matic actuator 226 (e.g., the first fluid chamber 232 and/or the
second fluid chamber 234) are fluidly isolated from the fluid
flow passageway between the inlet 206 and the outlet 208. In
this manner, the first fluid chamber 232 and/or the second
fluid chamber 234 are fluidly isolated from a process fluid to
flow through the fluid flow passageway between the inlet 206
and the outlet 208. Thus, the process fluid does not affect or
influence the operation and/or position of the piston 230.
Further, the piston 230 of this example includes a seal 251
(e.g., an O-ring) to fluidly isolate the first fluid chamber 232
from the second fluid chamber 234. Additionally, the pneu-
matic actuator 226 may include a sealing member 250 (e.g.,
an O-ring) disposed between the housing 228 and the body
102 to provide a tight seal to prevent unwanted leakage
between the body 102 and the housing 228.

Additionally or alternatively, the example pneumatic
actuator 226 does not require a valve packing, thereby reduc-
ing the number of components and eliminating potential
unwanted leakage through a valve packing. Furthermore, the
example internal pneumatic actuator 226 may be removed
from the body 102 while the valve 100 remains in-line with a
system when replacing and/or repairing the pneumatic actua-
tor 226. Such a configuration enables the valve 100 to be field
serviced. Additionally or alternatively, the pneumatic actua-
tor 226 may be replaced with a manual actuation mechanism
to convert the valve 100 to a manually operated valve 100 as
described below in connection with FIGS. 5 and 6.

The example valve 100 may also include a guide 252 to
support the valve stem 222. A first biasing element or closing
spring 254 is disposed between the guide 252 and the cou-
pling member 246 to bias the equalization member 112
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toward the bleed port 218 (i.e., in a closed position) to restrict
flow of fluid through the bleed port 218 when the piston 230
is in the lower position. Furthermore, the example valve 100
may include a second biasing element or excess flow spring
256 disposed between the main poppet 110 and a spring seat
258 to bias the main poppet 110 toward the seating surface
202 to restrict the fluid flow through the orifice 204 when the
flow rate through the valve 100 exceeds a specified or prede-
termined flow rate (e.g., an excess flow limit or rate). The
spring seat 258 is supported by a step portion or shoulder 260
of'the valve stem 222 formed by the reduced diameter portion
224 of the valve stem 222.

FIG. 3 illustrates the example valve 100 at the first opera-
tional position (e.g., the closed operating position) and FIG. 4
illustrates the example valve 100 at the second operational
position (e.g., the open operating position). In operation, the
main poppet 110 and the equalization member 112 are biased
toward the closed position by the biasing element 254 and the
pressure of the first pressure fluid source at the inlet 206 of the
valve 100. The main poppet 110 engages the seating surface
202 to prevent the flow of fluid through the orifice 204 and the
equalization member 112 engages the bleed orifice 218 to
prevent the flow of fluid through the bleed pathway 216. The
equalization member 112 and the main poppet 110 provide an
excess flow functionality that maintains system safety. More
specifically, the excess flow function protects the system by
automatically restricting fluid flow from the inlet 206 when a
flow rate becomes too high. In other words, the biasing ele-
ment 256 has an excess flow spring rating that causes the main
poppet 110 to move toward the seating surface 202 when the
flow rate through the valve 100 exceeds a specific or prede-
termined flow rate.

The main poppet 110 operates based on a pressure difter-
ential between the inlet pressure and the outlet pressure of the
example valve 100. When the inlet pressure is substantially
greater than the outlet pressure, the main poppet 110 remains
biased toward the seating surface 202 in a closed position
(FIG. 3). On the other hand, when the inlet pressure is
approximately equal to the outlet pressure, the main poppet
110 opens to allow fluid to flow through the example valve
100 at a relatively high rate (FIG. 4). The equalization mem-
ber 112 is used to equalize or balance the pressure between
the inlet 206 and outlet 208. For example, the equalization
member 112 may place the valve 100 in a bleed state that
allows a certain amount of fluid flow to equalize the pressure
across the valve 100 which, in turn, enables the main poppet
110 to open (FIG. 3) to provide flow through the valve 100.
When the pressure across the valve 100 is equalized, the
biasing member 256 causes the main poppet 110 to move to
the open operational position.

Referring to FIG. 4, to equalize the pressure across the
valve 100 and, thus, to open the valve 100 to allow fluid flow,
the pneumatic actuator 226 is activated to cause the equaliza-
tion member 112 to move to the second position. In particular,
fluid (e.g., air) from an external fluid pressure source is pro-
vided to the first chamber 232 through the first pathway 238 to
cause the piston 230 to move to the upper position. As the
piston 230 moves to the upper position, the fluid (e.g., air)
within the second chamber 234 is expelled to the atmosphere
through the second pathway 240. Also, the piston 230 causes
the valve stem 222 to move toward the upper portion 104 so
that the equalization member 112 is spaced from the bleed
orifice 218 to allow the flow of fluid through the bleed path-
way 216. In the illustrated example, the piston 230 may
displace the equalization member 112 to the third position so
that the rapid equalization portion 224 of the valve stem 222
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is disposed within the bleed pathway 216 to enable rapid
equalization through the bleed pathway 216.

When the pressure across the valve 100 equalizes, the main
poppet 110 moves away from the seating surface 202 via the
biasing element 256 to allow the flow of fluid through the
valve 100 between the inlet 206 and the outlet 208. In the
illustrated example, the pneumatic actuator 226 causes the
equalization member 112 to move to the second position
when the main poppet 110 is at the open operating position. In
the open operating position, the equalization member 112
engages the main poppet 110 as shown in FIG. 4.

Removal of the fluid from the first chamber 232 via the first
pathway 238 causes the piston 230 to move to the lower
position. At the lower position, the piston 230 and the biasing
element 254 (e.g., the closing spring) cause the main poppet
110 and the equalization member 112 to move to the closed
position as shown in FIG. 3.

Additionally or alternatively, the example valve 100 may
be easily converted from a powered internal valve (e.g., the
internal pneumatic actuator 226) to a manually operated valve
(e.g., a lever). FIG. 5 illustrates the example valve 100 of
FIGS. 1-4, but implemented or interchanged with a second
actuation mechanism 500 different from the actuation mecha-
nism 114 of FIGS. 1-4. As shown in FIG. 5, the actuation
mechanism 500 includes a housing 502 having flanged edges
504. The flanged edges 504 include mounting apertures (e.g.,
threaded apertures) to receive fasteners 506 that engage the
respective bores 122 of the body 102 to removably couple the
actuation mechanism 500 to the body 102. The housing 502
may be mounted to the body 102 via the fasteners 506 or any
other suitable fastening mechanism(s).

FIG. 6 illustrates a partial cutaway view of a portion of the
example valve 100 of FIG. 5 and the actuation mechanism
500. The example actuation mechanism 500 is a lever oper-
ated device 600. However, in other examples, the actuation
mechanism 500 may be an internal pneumatic actuator, a
cable controlled actuator, a linkage mechanism, or any other
suitable actuation mechanism(s).

The lever 600 includes a housing 602 having a bore 604 to
receive a shaft 606 operatively coupled to a cam 608 at a first
end 610 of the shaft 606 and a handle 612 at a second end 614
of'the shaft 606. The handle 612 is coupled to the shaft 606 via
a pin, a fastener, or any other suitable {fastening
mechanism(s). The bore 604 may be sized to receive a pack-
ing 616 to prevent unwanted leakage through the bore 604 of
the housing 602 along the shaft 606. Additionally or alterna-
tively, a sealing member 618 (e.g., an O-ring) may be dis-
posed between the body 102 and the housing 602 to provide
a tight seal and prevent unwanted leakage between the body
102 and the housing 602.

In operation, when the valve 100 is in the closed opera-
tional position, the lever 600 is in a first position such that the
cam 608 is spaced from the coupling member 246 and the
valve stem 222. In this position, the biasing element 254
biases the equalization member 112 and the main poppet 110
toward the respective bleed port 218 and seating surface 202
to prevent the flow fluid through the valve 100. Rotation of the
handle 612 between the first position and a second position
causes the cam 608 to rotate and engage the coupling portion
246 to displace the valve stem 222 in a first direction toward
the first portion 104 of the body 102. The displacement of the
valve stem 222 toward the first portion 104 causes the equal-
ization member 112 to move away from the bleed port 218 to
allow fluid flow through the bleed pathway 216 from the inlet
206 to the outlet 208. In some examples, the lever 600 may be
positioned to a third or intermediate position between the first
position (e.g., the closed position) and the second position
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(e.g., the open position) of the equalization member 112. In
the third position, the lever 600 positions the rapid bleed
portion 224 of the valve stem 222 within the bleed pathway
216 to allow an increased bleed flow rate through the bleed
port 218 to enable quicker pressure equalization across the
example valve 100 between the inlet 206 and the outlet 208.

As the fluid flows from the inlet 206 to the outlet 208
through the bleed port 218, the pressure differential across the
valve 100 (e.g., the main poppet) substantially equalizes.
Equalization of the pressure across the main poppet 110
causes the main poppet 110 to move away from the seating
surface 202 to the open operational position via the biasing
element 256.

To close the example valve 100, the lever 600 is returned to
the first position via the handle 612 so that the cam 608
disengages from the valve stem 222, thereby causing the
biasing element 254 to bias the main poppet 110 and the
equalization member 112 toward the respective seating sur-
face 202 and the bleed port 118 to prevent or restrict the fluid
flow through the valve 100.

Although certain example apparatus and articles of manu-
facture have been described herein, the scope of coverage of
this patent is not limited thereto. On the contrary, this patent
covers all apparatus and articles of manufacture fairly falling
within the scope of the appended claims either literally or
under the doctrine of equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

abody having a valve seat disposed in a fluid flow passage-

way between an inlet and an outlet;

aflow control member operatively coupled to the body, the

flow control member to move between a first position to
engage the valve seat to restrict fluid flow through a
valve and a second position to move away from the valve
seat to allow fluid flow through the valve; and

an actuator removably coupled to the body via an opening

non-parallel relative to a longitudinal axis of the fluid
flow passageway, the actuator being removable from the
body while the inlet and outlet are to remain coupled
in-line with a system, the actuator being operatively
coupled to the flow control member to cause the flow
control member to move between the first and second
positions, a portion of the removable actuator defining a
fluid control chamber being cantilevered in the fluid flow
passageway between the inlet and the outlet when the
removable actuator is coupled to the body, the fluid
control chamber of the removable actuator being fluidly
isolated from the fluid flow passageway.

2. An apparatus as described in claim 1, wherein the actua-
tor is responsive to a fluid pressure independent of a pressure
of a process fluid to flow through the passageway.

3. An apparatus as described in claim 1, wherein the actua-
tor is removably coupled to the body via threaded fasteners.

4. An apparatus as described in claim 1, wherein the actua-
tor is selected from a first plurality of removable actuators that
is interchangeable with a second removable actuator selected
from a second plurality of removable actuators.

5. An apparatus as described in claim 4, wherein the actua-
tor selected from the first plurality of removable actuators
comprises an internal pneumatic actuator.

6. An apparatus as described in claim 1, further comprising
an equalization member to engage a bleed port integrally
formed with the flow control member, the equalization mem-
ber to move between at least a first operating position to
engage the bleed port to restrict fluid flow through the bleed
port and a second operating position to move away from the
bleed port to allow fluid flow through the bleed port.
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7. An apparatus as described in claim 6, further comprising
avalve stem operatively coupled to the equalization member,
the actuator to engage the valve stem to position the equal-
ization member to the at least second operating position.

8. An apparatus as described in claim 6, wherein the equal-
ization member is movable to a third operating position to
allow an increased flow of fluid through the bleed port.

9. An apparatus as described in claim 1, wherein the open-
ing has an axis substantially perpendicular relative to a lon-
gitudinal axis of the fluid flow passageway.

10. An apparatus comprising

abody having a valve seat disposed in a fluid flow passage-
way between an inlet and an outlet;

a flow control member operatively coupled to the body, the
flow control member to move between a first position to
engage the valve seat to restrict fluid flow through a
valve and a second position to move away from the valve
seat to allow fluid flow through the valve;

an equalization member to engage a bleed port integrally
formed with the flow control member, the equalization
member to move between at least a first operating posi-
tion to engage the bleed port to restrict fluid flow through
the bleed port and a second operating position to move
away from the bleed port to allow fluid flow through the
bleed port, wherein the equalization member is movable
to a third operating position to allow an increased flow of
fluid through the bleed port; and

a removable actuator coupled to the body and operatively
coupled to the flow control member to cause the flow
control member to move between the first and second
positions, a portion of the removable actuator being
cantilevered in the fluid flow passageway between the
inlet and the outlet when the removable actuator is
coupled to the body, wherein the removable actuator
comprises an internal pneumatic actuator comprising:

ahousing having a piston disposed between a first chamber
in fluid communication with an external pressure source
and a second chamber in fluid communication with an
atmospheric pressure, a decreased pressure in the first
chamber is to cause the piston to move to a first piston
position and an increased pressure in the first chamber is
to cause the piston to move to a second piston position;
and

an actuator stem coupled to the piston at a first end of the
actuator stem and operatively coupled to the equaliza-
tion member at a second end of the actuator stem so that
the first piston position is to cause the equalization mem-
ber to move to the at least first operating position.

11. An apparatus as described in claim 10, further compris-
ing a spring to bias the equalization member to move to the at
least first operating position when the piston is at the first
piston position.

12. An apparatus as described in claim 10, wherein the
actuator is to cause the equalization member to move to at
least one of the second operating position or the third oper-
ating position when the piston moves from the first piston
position toward the second piston position.

13. An apparatus comprising:

a valve body defining an in-line fluid flow passageway

between an inlet and an outlet, the valve body including
an opening having an axis non-parallel relative to a
longitudinal axis of the fluid flow passageway, the lon-
gitudinal axis of the fluid flow passageway being sub-
stantially parallel relative to the inlet and the outlet;

a first flow control member positioned in the fluid flow
passageway and being movable in a direction substan-



US 9,133,941 B2

11

tially parallel relative to the longitudinal axis between a
first operating position and a second operating position;
and

an actuator removably coupled to the valve body via the
opening, the actuator having at least one of a piston or a
cam positioned inside the fluid flow passageway when
the actuator is coupled to the valve body, the at least one
of the piston or the cam to pass through the opening to
removably couple the actuator and the valve body, the
actuator to move in the direction substantially parallel
relative to the longitudinal axis to cause the first flow
control member to move between the first operating
position and the second operating position.

14. An apparatus as described in claim 13, wherein a por-
tion ofthe actuator is cantilevered in the passageway when the
actuator is coupled to the valve body such that the portion of
the actuator projects into the fluid flow passageway.

15. An apparatus as described in claim 13, wherein the
actuator comprises an internal pneumatic actuator.

16. An apparatus comprising:

a body having an inner surface that defines a fluid flow
passageway between an inlet and an outlet, the fluid flow
passageway to receive a process fluid;

aflow control member operatively coupled to the body, the
flow control member to move between a first position to
engage a valve seat positioned in the body to restrict
fluid flow through the passageway and a second position
to move away from the valve seat to allow fluid flow
through the passageway;

aremovable actuator removably coupled to the body via an
opening formed through a wall of the body, the opening
having an axis non-parallel relative to a longitudinal axis
of the fluid flow passageway, the removable actuator
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having an actuation member movable within a housing
between a first control chamber and a second control
chamber, at least a portion of the housing to be sus-
pended inside the fluid flow passageway of the body
between the inlet and the outlet when the removable
actuator is coupled to the body such that at least a portion
of the first control chamber and at least a portion of the
second control chamber are disposed within the fluid
flow passageway, the first and second control chambers
being fluidly isolated from the process fluid, the remov-
able actuator operatively coupled to the flow control
member to cause the flow control member to move
between the first and second positions.

17. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the removable actua-
tor projects into the fluid flow passageway when the remov-
able actuator is attached to the body.

18. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the removable actua-
tor includes a flanged portion to couple to the body.

19. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the removable actua-
tor is suspended in the fluid flow passageway from the body
when the removable actuator is coupled to the body.

20. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the opening has an
axis that is non-parallel relative to a longitudinal axis of the
fluid flow passageway.

21. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the removable actua-
tor defines at least a portion of the outer surface of the body
when the removable actuator is attached to the body via the
opening.

22. An apparatus of claim 16, wherein the removable actua-
tor covers the opening when the removable actuator is
coupled to the body via the opening.
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